
� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � �� � � 
� � � � � � 
� � � � 	 
 � � 
 �� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � �

The school year is off to a great start!

Musical Guest st HKIS
Kofi Gbolonyo

Kofi has lived in Togo, Ghana, and
Pittsburgh, and has been to many places
around the world. He has probably tasted
many different foods, but his favorite foods
are still from his home. At HKIS Kofi taught
the students many different African
instruments. There are many different
instruments from Africa including the:

                             
Atoke             Djiembe           Gankougi Bell

By: Ben Yang

Mr. Woodford Rocks!

Today we went to interview Mr. Woodford, the associate principal, on
his birthday. We found out many things about him.

Mr. Woodford likes to work with children because he is comfortable
with children around him. Mr. Woodford is very kind hearted, he loves
children and he loves his job. Whenever it is summer vacation Mr.
Woodford goes to Vietnam and drives his motorcycle.

Mr. Woodford worked as a teacher at HKIS for 10 years and he
worked as a principal for 15 years. So, Mr. Woodford has worked at
HKIS for a total of 25 years.

Mr. Woodford likes lots of different things. He likes watching sports
games, artwork, dolphins, the country Japan, but he likes us a lot
more! So, that is why he would like all of us to be the best we can be.

By: Sabrina, Shannon and Mizuki

A Story - The Test

This coming Friday there was a test, a test that everybody had always failed. It was called, “The Test of the Year.”
Every year each school in the world takes this test. The highest percentage ever scored on the test was only 39%. This
would be the first time I ever took it because you only take it when you are in 4th grade.

I had just moved to Hong Kong and I went to HKIS. Today was Wednesday and I was in the middle of math period.
Since the test would have all subjects in it, all the teachers made you study. “This coming Friday you must study very
hard for, “The test of the Year,” the teacher said.

School went out very quickly and I had just gotten home when my mother asked, “What happened at school today?”
“Oh, today our teachers told us that we have a test of the year on Friday,” I said. “We have to study really hard. The
highest score anybody has ever gotten was only 39/100.” “Well, be careful,” my mother said.

It was Friday, everybody lined up for the test. I had studied really hard. The teachers gave out the test. I was sweating
like I had just run 10 miles. The first problem was about math. It was pretty hard but I had practiced this one. I went
through the test and it was still hard. There were a few questions I didn’t understand. I wondered if I would get more
then 39/100. It had been 4 hours and I finally finished the test. I gave it to the teacher and went to recess.

The day was now over and I stayed home the whole weekend. On Monday they would announced the
scores. I had gotten 48/100! I had gotten the best score in the world. Yes! I would never forget this day.

The End By:Jeffrey He 4A2
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Sheesh! Those
teachers don’ t

know how to grade
my work!

Jeez! First, the teachers
gave me bad grades and
then I  trip on a banana
peel! This day can’ t get

worse!

There goes my
report card!  At
least my mom
won’ t see it!

MATH:    F
WRI TING: F
READING: F
SCIENCE:  F
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My friend eats slime,
It tastes like grime.

He slips and he slurps,
After that he burps.

Lewis and Clark

Join Lewis and Clark and me as we explore
the Louisiana Territory.

We sailed down the Missouri River.  The
Rocky Mountain was tough, rocky, steep and
slippery.  President Thomas Jefferson wanted
to find a route to the Pacific Ocean.

Our journey began at St. Louis, Missouri on
May 14, 1804.  President Thomas Jefferson
wanted to find a route to the Pacific Ocean.
Jefferson chose us for the expedition because
he knew Lewis was very intelligent.

It was necessary to pack many things like:
guns, gunpowder, cornmeal, flour, salt, pork,
beads, belts, pipes, kettles, mirrors, US flags,
and medals stamped with the pictures of
President Jefferson.

Sometimes some of the routes were easy,
because the waters were smooth and calm,
but they were mostly hard, because the waves
were rough, and the boat was heavy from
what we brought along.

Many things happened on our journey.  We
met the Oto tribe, the Mandans, the
Shoshones, the Nezperce, and the Black Feet
Indians.  The Black Feet Indians stole our
guns and weapons.  We knew we shouldn’ t
fight, so we ran to our boats and paddled
away.

The world would benefit from our
exploration, because we needed to find a
route to the Pacific Ocean before the British
did. Otherwise, the British could control the
fur trade in Asia.

We made some observations from this trip.
We learned that we need to respect animals
and not fight with the native Indians.  We
learned how to observe the land and to make
sure it was safe.  We also didn’t kill any big
or small grizzly bears, because then we
wouldn’t be respecting the wild animals.

By: Zachary Fried



By: Victoria 4B3



Sea Life

By: Andrea Lim 4A3

My Diary
Join Amelia Earhart and Gwyneth as we explore around the world.

Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897 in Kansas. Her parents are Samuel Edwin Stanton Earhart and Amelia
Earhart.

Our journey began on June 14, 1928 when we flew from Trepassey Harbor, Newfoundland, across the Atlantic.
This was our landmark journey when we first started flying. We made this journey because Amelia Earhart had
loved flying since she was 10 years old and was not afraid to be the first women pilot.

It was necessary to pack many things like thermoses, food, a plane, and goggles. We flew the Pacific Ocean, and
to Newfoundland, Ireland, and Mexico.

Many things happened on our journeys. On one of our journeys, to California, we fell off our plane and were
caught by a husky policeman. We were the first people to fly from Honolulu to Oakland, California. We flew to
each harbor nonstop.

The world benefited from our exploration because Amelia Earhart and I inspired other women to follow their
dreams. Amelia was the first women to pilot a plane and back then women couldn’t or didn’t do that. Amelia was a
brave, determined and confident woman who would not easily give up.

When Amelia decided to fly by herself around the world, she was not afraid. I wouldn’t do that, because I would be
scared if the plane were to crash. I would also be scared because you might run out of food or might not see land
for a long time.

By: Gwyneth



The Mouse and the Wolf

By Gwyneth Wei

One summer morning, sunny and bright, a little mouse scurried across a mossy log and into a hole in a tree which was
his house. The mouse was so quick that you could hardly see it. But, while the mouse hurried along, a wolf was
watching, wanting to catch it for his early snack. Luckily, it was too late; the mouse had already reached the tree.

Once the mouse got seated on a stool inside the tree he started to panic.  He thought to himself, “What if the wolf eats
me all up one day? What if he really does steal all my strawberries? Then, I would run out of food!” Then he began to
worry a lot. So he decided to go to the wise owl’s house to ask for help. He remembered that the wolf might still be out
there waiting for him, so he went over to the telephone and called the wise owl.  Unfortunately the wise owl wasn’t
home. “Then he must be teaching his class,” the mouse said to himself. He called the school where the wise owl
taught, but he wasn’t there either. Then the little mouse thought, “Where could the wise owl be?” The tiny little mouse
finally decided to go to the wise owl’s house, even if he had to risk his life.

The little mouse did not notice that the wolf had already left. The mouse dressed up like he was going to the army,
preparing himself for a fight. Other animals in the forest stared as he walked by. When he reached the owl’s house he
rang the bell. Nobody answered. He rang the bell again, and again nobody answered. So he decided to go in. He didn’t
think it was like trespassing to go in without permission, because the owl was his good friend. It was dark, and there
were no lights on. The little mouse was surrounded by black darkness except for a dim light coming from the window.

It seemed that nobody lived there any more. So the little mouse called out, “HELLOOOOOOOOOO is anybody here?”
His voice echoed loudly. Then all of a sudden a voice from upstairs spoke, “Come up stairs and tell me who you are
and what you want.” So the mouse bravely walked up the stairs, although he was quite scared. When he reached the
room there was a little fire under a big black stove full of soup. Across from the stove there in bed laid the wise owl
himself.  He was wide-awake, waiting for the little mouse to come closer to him. The little mouse went over the owl and
said hello to the owl and told him he wanted help from him.

The wise owl told the little mouse that he was sick and might not be able to help. Little mouse was disappointed. He
might never ever live again without the owl’s help, but he kept that to himself. Then suddenly an idea hit him.  If he
could just get all the forest animals to build a big, huge bear and then all hide inside the bear and give the wolf a big
scare then maybe the wolf would be so scared and might just run away from the forest.

The mouse thanked the wise owl and went back home, even though the owl didn’t really give any advice. While on his
way home the mouse saw lots of animals and decided to tell them about his plan to scare the wolf. They all agreed
because they also wanted to protect themselves.

The next day they all sat down and planned how they would scare the wolf. At night the little mouse had nightmares of
the wolf eating him up. The wolf was so fierce, so big and huge!  In some nightmares the little mouse was starving
because the big bad wolf was stealing the little mouse’s strawberries. What a terrible nightmare! The little mouse woke
up and turned on his nightlight. He was so startled!  After the nightmare the little mouse couldn’t sleep for even a
second, so he decided to read a book. It was a beautiful book about a little girl who had lost her mom and dad and had
met other people to help her. When the little mouse finished her book it was only 7:30 in the morning so he thought to
go down and have his breakfast - two nuts and a few large strawberries. He now had to go outside and meet the other
animals in the forest to get ready for frightening the wolf.

It was the first day of summer with a beautiful blue sky. The sun was out and the birds were singing like angels. They
had decided to meet at the huge roaring waterfall. After all the animals came, they got to work right away.  They
decided that beaver would cut down the trees and the rest would help build the fake gigantic bear. After days of hard
work they finally finished the job and were amazed that they could finish it so quickly.

The next day the mouse and the forest animals saw that the wolf was trying to get into the mouse’s tree house to steal
strawberries again. However, the animals were already waiting inside the tree house. They were actually hiding inside
the bear. When the wolf looked up he saw a frightful and fierce bear growling at him. The wolf was so scared that he
ran away and never came back. The forest animals were joyous that the wolf was never to be seen again.

Math Puzzler
Question: How many triangles can you find in the figure below?

Hint: Look carefully!              By: James Gong 6A1



Environmental Issues

Did you know that most of water pollution is
caused by sewage? This is very bad
because plants, animals and humans
depend on water to live. When animals
drink polluted water they can die or become
sick. When sewage mixes with the ocean
and evaporates into the air and polluted
rain goes into lakes and gets into
groundwater pollution becomes a wide
spread problem.

The worst type of pollution is oil spills. This
happens at sea when ships crash or
become broken. Below is a picture of a bird
with oil on it. The bird got covered in oil
from a spill on the ocean. This bird cannot
fly until it gets the oil off its wings.

We all should do our best to stop polluting.

What can you do to stop pollution?

By: Joe Guzikowski

Interview with Mr. Robertaccio

Q: Why do you like being a counselor? I like to
help people feel good about themselves. I also get
to do a lot of things with kids, parents and
teachers.

Q: How long have you been a counselor? 10 years

Q: What is the coolest part of your job? Getting to
know the kids, families and the community. Kids
remind me that life can be fun.

Q: How many kids do you have? None

Q: Have you had another job before? Yes, lots of
jobs, but some were pretty bad.

Q: What other jobs do you like? Teaching guitar.

Q: Where were you born? Delaware, USA.

Q: How many different countries/cities have you
been to? 39. Italy and Thailand were my favorites.

By: Grant Hughes

The Adventures of Choc
(Choc and the attack of the Bone Stealer)

Boom! Crash!
Oh – Hi, I’m Dog Island’s famous hero – Choc! Now, let’s get started.

I rushed to the dog jet car. Woosh! I had a call from the president of Dog Island. He shouted, “We have found the bone
thief! It’s a cat named Scary. But, we can’t catch her. She’s fast. She’s heading for the International Dog Island Bank!
Come quick!”

As I headed to my jetcar calling, “Vanilla, come out!” Oh, haven’t I told you? Vanilla is my assistant. We drove to the
bank. As soon as I parked my jetcar on the roof I jumped out and hollered, “You have no where else to go!” Scary was
surprised. Although she was fast, she wasn’t strong. After 5 hours we headed back to the penthouse with the cat. Once
again we saved the day!

By: Ming Grade 4


